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1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

P^S^ 1-16 

pages 

pages 



.filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

y filed with the demand 



the claims: 



pages 
pages 
pages 



1-8 



. , as originally filed 

_ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 
, filed with the demand 



the drawings: 
pages 



filed with the letter of 



1/2-2/2 



, as originally filed 



pages 



□ 

the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 



. , filed with the letter of 



, filed with the demand 



pages 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



KSo^%!,ffi^J^' mtiX^^^^^^^^l^rnis.^ - this Authority in the language in which 
These elements were available or fomished to this Authority in the following Imguage ^hich is- 

U «i«'»8^ageofa translation fimii^ed for the puiposes of international search (under 
LJ the language of publicahon of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

* si^r^ ^'"^"^ of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

P^lt^S^txL^Ut^^^^^^^^^^ ™ the international application, the international 

contained in the international application in written form. 
LJ filed together with the international ^plication in computer readable form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

^ ^L^S,Z.^:t^CiL^^j:^'- - - <»i-'osure ^ the 

J^nS^r*" » ^'"P"*'^ - i«»-tical to the written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 



□ the drawings, sheets/fig . 



**Any replacement sheetcontainingsuch amendments must be referred to under item 1 a„d annexed to this report. 
Fonn PCmPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998) 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-8 

Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 

Claims 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims ^"Q YES 

Claims NO 

2. Citations and explanations 

1. Reference is made to the following document: 

Dl: EP-A-0 104 490 (KRUPP GMBH) 4 April 1984 (1984- 
04-04) 

2. PCT Article 33 

a. Claim 1 

Field: Event synchronisation in error- tolerant 
systems with redundant processor devices. 

Prior art: Dl, which is considered the closest prior 
art, discloses a method for synchronising external 
events which are supplied to and influence a module 
(the method in general: page 3, line 24 - page 6, 
line 2) , the module being provided for the parallel 
processing of a first number of instructions (each 
redundant system processes a certain number of 
instructions in parallel) according to which the 
external events are intermediately stored (implicit 
from page 4, line 29 - page 5, line 11), the stored 
external events being retrieved in a separate 
operating mode of the module for processing via at 
Form PCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 
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least one execution unit of the module (page 5, 
lines 14-21) , the module entering into this 
operating mode after a set second number of 
instructions has been processed (page 5, lines 1-14, 
page 9, lines 5-13) , and a counter detecting the 
number of instructions carried out by the execution 
unit since the last time the separate operating mode 
was exited (implicit from page 9, lines 8-13) . 



Characterising features : Dl does not disclose that 
the module is shifted into the individual command 
execution mode as a function of the counter content . 



The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore novel 
(PCT Article 33 (2) ) . 

Technical effect: The problem addressed by the 
present invention can therefore be considered that 
of being able to present external events at 
identical locations in the command execution of 
redundant CPUs even when the redundant CPU cannot be 
securely stopped at an identical location in the 
sequence of commands. 

Inventive step: The solution proposed to this 
problem is neither disclosed nor suggested by the 
available prior art. An inventive step (PCT Article 
33(3)) can therefore be acknowledged. 



b. Claims 6 and 7: 

Independent claims 6 and 8 contain all the features 
of claim 1. They therefore likewise meet the novelty 
and inventive step requirements of PCT Article 33 (2) 
and (3) . 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRE 



ARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



'onal application No. 
EP 03/08794 



Other claims: 

Claims 2-5 and 8 are dependent on claim 1 or claim 7 
and therefore likewise meet the PCT novelty and 
inventive step requirements. 

Comments : 



The present application contains more than one 
independent claim in the same category, i.e. three 
independent device claims. This contravenes the 
requirements of PCT Article 6 according to which 
claims must be clear and concise. 
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